National Institute of Open Schooling organized a

three day ‘Capacity Building Workshop for

Coordinators, Tutors and Facilitators' from 28"-

30" of November, 2009 a Annie Besant Inter

College (ABIC), Gomti Nagar, Lucknow. The

workshop was organized under the Adolescence
Education Programme supported by MHRD and UNFPA. About 30 members from
different parts of Uttar Pradesh participated in this, first of its kind, workshop.

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Jitendra Kumar, IAS, Secretary, Secondary
Education, Government of Uttar Pradesh. All the guests were greeted with a‘ Swagat Gaan’
by ABIC students. Introducing the programme Ms. Asheema Singh, PO (AEP) NIOS felt
that this training introduced a fundamental change in the teaching learning approach and

can have a far reaching impact on the quality of Personal Contact Programmes in Distance



Education. She encouraged the trainers to use the facilitation approach of learning during
the Personal Contact Programme for Open Schooling Learners. She mentioned that the
stage of adolescence has its own specific concerns and needs special treatment. She said
that every tutor was expected to provide proper guidance and training to each of the

learners.

Mr. S.S. Das, Assistant Director, NIOS, Regional Centre, Allahabad mentioned the
importance of this workshop for empowerment of adolescence in life skills enhancement.
He also informed that through this programme, a force of tutors from different regions
would be developed which would widen the outreach of the programme by helping out the

beneficiaries at their levels.

Inaugurating the training programme, Mr. Jitendra Kumar, |AS, Secretary, Secondary
Education, U.P. initiated his thoughts by maintaining that adolescents comprise a sizeable
population in India. There are 225 million adolescents out of the total population and only a
small proportion of this population received education through conventional mode of
schooling. He felt that beneficiaries of the programme would be the adolescent learner. The
role of NIOS in reaching out to out of school young people is indeed laudable. In his
address, Mr. Ganesh Kumar, DIOS also commented that communication is very important
along with the knowledge in education. He also drew attention towards the current scenario
and how unsafe our young adults are today in their own society. In the end, Mrs. M. Aga,
Principal, ABIC gave vote of thanks to the guests and participants. The presence of Mr.
Sanjay Y adav was also notable. The function was conducted by Mr. Mahesh Kumar.

The Valedictory function was graced by Sh. S.S Das Assistant Director, Regional Centre —
Allahabad, Mr. Sanjay Yadav, Mrs. M. Aga, Principal, ABIC. Participants shared their
experiences of the workshop. A large number of queries raised were addressed by NIOS
during the Open House Session.
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