
 

  National Institute of Open Schooling 

organized a three day programme of Master 

Tutors Training from 14th -16th of November, 

2009 at National Institute of Biologicals 

(NIBs), Noida, Sector-62. Inaugurating the 

training programme,       Dr. S.S. Jena 

Chairman, NIOS dedicated the training 

package developed in collaboration with 

UNFPA to the children of the nation. He 

initiated his thoughts by drawing everyone’s 

attention towards the target beneficiaries of the programme that is adolescents whose population 

would soon be touching maximum on the population cascade. According Dr. Jena, the stage of 

adolescence has its own specific concerns and needs special treatment. Dr. Jena put forth the 

purpose of the programme as an orientation for the tutors so that they could provide proper 

guidance and training to their learners. He drew attention towards the current scenario and how 



unsafe our young adults are today in their own society, thus focusing on the need to guide them 

well and make these adolescents aware with their surroundings. Dr. Jena maintained that through 

this programme, a force of master tutors from different regions would be developed which in 

turn would widen the outreach of the programme by helping out the beneficiaries at their levels.  

Dr. Anita Priyadarshini, Director Academic, NIOS felt that this training programme had far 

reaching impact. She emphasized on the importance of effective Personal Contact Programme in 

distance education and encouraged the trainers to facilitate learning of Open Schooling learners. 

Dr. Jaya of UNFPA congratulated NIOS for 

investing in an initiative of this magnitude that 

has implications for all the learners of the NIOS 

system. She commented that this approach is in 

tandem with National Curriculum Framework 

2005 that focuses on building on learners’  

experiences. She also expressed that NIOS and 

UNFPA should work together so that life skills 

integrated materials become the norm for all educational materials developed by NIOS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Authors of the lessons and the subjects in charge shared the painstaking journey towards the 

development this material. They said that the material was different from the usual, as life skills 



had been integrated into the lessons, to enable learners to deal with real life situations effectively. 

They acknowledged that it was a great learning experience. 

Participants at the Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Valedictory function was graced by Prof. Saroj Yadav, Project Coordinator, NCERT. Dr. 

Anita Priyadarshini, Director (Academic), NIOS addressed queries raised by the participants. 

 

Prof. J.L. Pandey expressed that there are many skills in one life skill and all of them are being 

used simultaneously. He believed that any knowledge, attitude that leads to action is a life skill. 



He appreciated this initial  step taken up by AEP Unit and NIOS of opening the closed doors of 

ignorance towards blissful, lighted path of knowledge, and helping the tutors to develop new 

insight towards a wonderful dimension of teaching – learning. 

In the end Asheema Singh, Project Officer, thanked all for their efforts and informed that 

keeping the NIOS policy of reaching the unreached in mind more such programmes are being 

organized  in Lucknow, Bhubaneswar and Patna. 
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